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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VIENNA 06897 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, AU 

SUBJECT: TAXATION OF INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN TRADE 

REF: STATE 191803 

1 . SINCE JULY 1, 1978, AUSTRIA HAS LEVIED A ROAD TAX 
ON HEAVY FOREIGN TRUCKS AND TRAILERS ENTERING OR 
TRANSITTING THE COUNTRY. THE LEVY AMOUNTS TO AS 0.25 
PER KILOMETER AND METRIC TON FOR LOADED VEHICLES ABOVE 
FIVE TONS ($1 EQUALS ABOUT AS 15). IN ADDITION, 

AUSTRIAN BORDER AUTHORITIES ARE EMPOWERED TO COLLECT 
OIL AND VALUE-ADDED TAXES ON FUEL IN EXCESS OF 30 
LITERS IN THE TRUCKS' TANKS UPON ENTRY. (FYI. WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS PROVISION IS NOT BEING ENFORCED AT 
PRESENT, HAVING BEEN RELAXED WHEN THE TRUCKERS BLOCKADED 
BORDER-CROSSING POINTS FOLLOWING INTRODUCTION OF THE 
JULY 1 MEASURES. END FYI). THESE TAXES ARE THE 
EQUIVALENT OF LEVIES ON DOMESTIC TRUCKS. THE FINANCE 
MINISTER IS AUTHORIZED TO INCREASE THE ROAD TAX FOR 
FOREIGN VEHICLES FROM STATES WHERE AUSTRIAN TRUCKS ARE 
SUBJECT TO HIGHER TAXATION THAN ARE FOREIGN TRUCKS 

IN AUSTRIA. SO FAR, RETALIATORY MEASURES AGAINST THE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 VIENNA 06897 311554Z 

NEW AUSTRIAN TAX HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY HUNGARY, CZECHOS- 
LOVAKIA AND ROMANIA: BULGARIA AND YUGOSLAVIA HAVE 
THREATENED SUCH STEPS. 

2. OTHER THAN INCOME TAXES AND THE ROAD TAX DESCRIBED 
ABOVE, AUSTRIA DOES NOT IMPOSE TAXES ON INSTRUMENTS OF 
FOREIGN COMMERCE, INCLUDING SHIPPING CONTAINERS, VESSELS, 
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PLANES, AND THEIR FUELS. 

3. AUSTRIAN LEGISLATION DOES NOT INCLUDE PROVISIONS 
(OTHER THAN MENTIONED ABOVE) FOR IMPOSING RETALIATORY 
TAXES. WOLF 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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